The camera subsystems and data format were designed to maximize the total useful data return from the mission, under the existing limitations of data storage volume, communication bit rate, etc., and under the rather poorly defined conditions of visibility of the martian surface as these were known. Thus, a hybrid analog-digital data-rec9rding scheme was used to maximize the total number of bits returned, and the on-board electronic signal processing and digitization were designed to assure the successful recording of low-contrast detail, expected and 7 have revealed the handiwork of uniquely martian phenomena recorded on its surface. Perhaps the upcoming Mars orbiters in 1971 will unravel the nature of these surface processes sufficiently that our view of Mars will at last be freed completely from the mists of science fiction, and that Mars will stand by itself as a unique planetary object of intrinsic scientific significance.
